EARL J O N E S~ T HAS been said many times that education should begin at the I level of the people who are being taught. If our teaching is to follow this principle, classroom and extension teachers of agronomy should have a fairly accurate picture of the practices followed on a large number of the farms of the state.
For the purpose of determining the agronomic practices of a definite group of farmers, the writer visited the farms of the members of the Dairy Herd Improvement Associations in Lorain County, Ohio, in June and July of 1939. The farmers were notified of the proposed visit ahead of time and almost 100% cooperation was given in securing the information desired.
In the dairy section of this county the soils are mainly Mahoning and Ellsworth, with almost level topography and poor natural drainage. The unlimed soils are acid and the use of fertilizers is necessary for satisfactory yields.
Sixty-three per cent of the farms visited were operated by the owner, 2 5 % belonged to members of the operator's family, and 12% were owned by persons not members of the operator's family.
Only a limited amount of the agronomic data secured is given since it is not of universal interest. The following statements give an idea of the approach used in obtaining the information desired. The data given emphasize the forage crop program because we believe these are the most important crops on dairy farms in this section of Ohio.
